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By chrn RD J. LEVINE
Sief Reaorter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAT,
WASHINGTON —President Ford said his’

‘Jaccompanied by Mr, Ford’s decision to fire

|sistant to

,dr 2madtic decision to replace Defense Sancre-
n:trv James Schlesinger and Central Intelli-
‘gence Azency DIZ"’C':O}' William Colby Te-!
tincts g desire for his “own team.”

In a televised news conference, held
miore than 24 hours after the news of the fir-
ings began to leak, the President denied that:
he plans major changes in detense or for-|

eign policy. Rather, he stressed that sendmv’
Donald Rumsfeld to the Pentagon” and
George Bush to the CIA would give him “a
team that I selected,” adding: “’I'he#e are

rmv guvs.”’ .o b

Xr. Ford said he wonid continue to’ pur-'
1sue the “"zuccessiul” poilev of maintaining
\strong national defenses and negotiating
with the Soviet Union. Throuzhout the half-
hour news conference, he stressed - the

*‘continuity’’ of national security and forelvn
policy and sought to avoid any hints that the
personnel changes: resultzd from pohcy ait-
ferences between him and Mr. Schiesinger,
or between Mr. Sch!eamga: and SPcretary of

State Henry Kissinger.

;May Creats More Problems Ce
{ - Despite Mr. Ferd's ;nsistence that the fir-
i ings and nominations *=i1 strengthen'’ the

rdministration, the dezarmere of Mr. Schiles-
inger irom the Deiense Dspartment may
create more problems Zan it solves at the
Ford White House.
' For the ousted Defense chiet'is highly re-
garded among conservativs E_’.epubucans for|
his skeptical view of U.S.-Soviet detente and
kis advocacy of a hard line inr dealing with
the Russians. And there are strong indica-
tions that, after leaving the Pentagon, Mr.
Schlesinger will ¢ontinue to argue publicly
for significant increases in rmhtary spend-
ing and a strong U.S. posturs in the ongoing
Strategic Ar—ns Limitation talks (SALT).-
This could generate serious problems for
Mr. nord with the right wing of the GOP,
“whiclt claims as ‘its hero former Ca’llforma
;Gov. Ronald Reagan. -
The views of the 43-year-cld NIr. Rums-
feld on national-defense issues aren't well
known. But Mr. Rumsfeld, currently the
White House chief of staff, has a reputation
as a moderate Republican, and his- back-
ground as an Illinois Congressman could be
heipful in defending Pentagon budget re-
quests on Capitol Hxll
The Rumsfeld-{or-Schlesinger switch was

Mr. Colby as director of the Central In.
tallizence Afency and install in his place
,Mr. Bush, who's currently head of the
,D S. liaison.oifice in"China, and to strip Sec-
iretary of State Kissinger of his addi-
tional job as Natmnal Security Adviser at
the th:e housz \I: szsmgers replace-
ment in the Whlte House wm be Lt. Gen.

Brent Scowcroft; currently the deputy as-
lde—“ A Al blriis ¥ €05 e

alysts recalled that 2ir.:Ford, when. Vice}
President, had been critical of Mr. Schilesin-
 ger’s relations with Congress and had said
Lhe should be revldced. -
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Seen Kissinger Triumph - F
The initial reaction here to-the Presl-{
dent’s bold and unexpected moves, alreadyf
becoming-known as the “‘Sunday night.mas-
sacre,” vas- that Mr. Kissinger had tri:
umpned "once again ia the tough world of
White House in-fighting. For, in a single
stroke, Mr. Ford removed Secretary Kissin-
ger’s two principal rivals in foreign affairs,
Mr, Schlesinger and Mr. Colby. The repla.ce-
ments lack their siature.
And even in losing his Whits Houss post
of National Security Adviser, Mr. Kissinger
appears to have done well, for Gen. Scow-
croft-isn’t expected io challenge the Secre-
tary of State’s authority or present the Pres.
ident with independent-position papers. -
‘The President lent support to this view
with his assertion last night that, even with
the changes, ‘‘Secretary Kissinger will have
-the dominant role in the formulation of and
the carrying out of foreign policy.”

Mr: Ford also said that he made the per-
sonnel moves “totaily on my own,”” adding:
“It was my decision. I fit the pieces to-
‘gether, and they fitied excellenily.” There s
has been considerabls speculation that Mr.{:
Kissinger was the chiet architect. of the
moves;’

By stressing }us desire for men with
whom he could work easily, Mr. ¥ord ap-
peared to be hinting that Mr. Schlesinger,
was a difficult personality to have in a key|
Cabinet post-—-a. view confirmed by many
. Ford -administration insiders who testity to
. Mr. Schlesinger’s: mtellﬂctual arrogance and
biting tongue.

Despxte the President’s e‘(planatxons last

night for the move, there were- .countless
theories circulating yesterday as to why the
President got rid of "Mr. Schlesinger, One
‘of the most common ones,:available at the}

T

| White House and at the Pentagon, was that|’
the Defense Secretary was fired -because of;
his reeent problems in dealing with Con:
gress on the fiscal 1576 military budget.

To the astonishment of many officials,|
Mr. Schlesinger recently attacked theHouse

Appropriations Committze and its respected”

chalrman Democrauc Bep Gearge Mahor:

of Texas for makinv what he termed “deep, S
savage and arbitrary cuts” totaling $7.6 bil-
lion in the current dzfense appropnatxons
bill. Such a frontal:assault on a committee
that has been a bastion of Pentagon support
over the years is al"nost unheard of "in
Washington..

“This guy Schlesinger was really. losmv
fast”’ on- Capitol Hill, a White House 'lnsuier
said. “He wasn't political enough, and I
think his troubles with Congress were a Seri-
ous matter of concern to the.President.” v

In support of this theory, Washxr'gton an-

|Schlesinger
l"'len intellectuals with giant eges, clashed

gthe' Uu.s

i ger got &phmle ¢all from John Marsh, one

1at the White Hor.se- for another meeting Wit}

STAT |

A second popular theory involves thé In
creasingly difficult retationship between Mr.
and Mr. Kisstnger. The two

¥ noatedlv on the *nmmmv of dﬂ:mt» 'md?

bovxer. strategic arms litnitakiony
alks, with the- Peuntawcm-» chigt-taking the&
tot.v‘xer line. 1
High Ford _ administratiou oftictals.
argued that the possibility of attaining a see~
ond arms accord with the Soviels has heen
jeopardized by Pentagon insistence. thal _
long-range ‘‘cruise’” missiles shoulda't. be i inef -
cluded. According to thiz theory, the Presi~}
dent sacked Mr. Schiesinger because Mug .
Ford wants a SALT agreement, whichk i3
still deemed the mainstay of detente. i .1
" QOne weakness in this line of reasoning ist
that Mr. Ford has geemed fo los# some« en~t
thusiasm for detenie as, the Rea'ra.n thma&,
has grown. . .. ... S :
Another - weaknesy (,on‘sarvamn Y
more skeptical of any new SALT agreement,
which would require. Semale . m.b,{xcahen,
with the har d-lme- Scmesmvor c?mxt of Qhe GOV
ernmrent. R -
Whatever— the Pre:ndent‘s Yedsens, ﬂ:’*
ciear that, once the decision was made, Mr.)
Ford. dealt with, \u' Sv,hle‘&m“er qmcl\ly 'msr,?~

havshly. e

nooit Saturday for a meeting with President
Ford on a broad range of defense issues. Hel
emerged from that meeting without any et
dication that his tenure as Defense Secre-y
tary, a job he coveted, was coming to ant
end. Ldte Saturday aiternoon. Mr. Schiesin.
of Mr. Ford's top advisers, asking him to be
the PrPsndent at 8320 a.m. Sunday. It was: at
this session that Mrp. Schlesinger got t,'jtﬂ_a
word that he was finished, Word of the Pres-j.

e

gress Sunday evening. -

Unlike Mr. Schlesinger, who Was-x re-
spectect éxpert” on:-nuclear policy bhefove
going into government, Mr. Rumsield bringst
no special e\pertxse in defense issues to thef
Pentagon, His majorr experience in national

ing a stint as U.S. Ambassador to the \'o"thf
Atlantic Treaty Organization. &

During 2 rapid rise in "ovemment fr.
Rumsfeld has gained a reputation” as ‘ant
adroit, extremely ambitious politician.. The
news of his selection for the.Pentagon post!
immediately triggered renewed speculation

¥

that he hag his eye on the vnce prealden(} vt

Lontinyed

makers in boti parties are likely to be-even} . ..o

The Secretary went o th“ Whhe Houw at T

ident’s decisions began leaknv fo the (,onr_ v

security and foreign aifairs was vamed dup=f ol




